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It should naturally thrill your hearts with

pride that the great apostles of Vaishnavism

in Assam, namely Sankar Deva and his

worthy disciple Madhava Deva, both of

them Kayasthas and who were precursors

of Chaitanya wrote their classical works in

verse at a time when Bengali had not

produced a Krittivasa or a Kashiram Dasa
nor even a prose literature worth the name.

Indeed, the prose Gita of Bhattadeva

composed in the sixteenth century is unique

of its kind. Since I penned these lines I had

an opportunity of coming across an excellent

edition of this book (Katha Gita) which we

owe to the patriotism and scholarchip of

Pandit Hemchandra Goswami. It is a

valueless treasure. Assamese prose

literature developed to stage in the far
distant sixteenth century which no other
literature of the world reached except the
writing of Hooker and Latimer in England.
There has been a controversy for long
about the independence and identity of the
Assamese language. This is extremely

foolish.
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The Assamese are justly proud of their
national literature. In no department have
they been more successful than in a branch
of study in which India, as arule is curiously
deficient. The historical works or Buranjis
are numerous and voluminous. A knowledge
- of the Buranjis was an indispensible
qualification to an Assamese gentleman.
(Linguistic Survey of India).
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