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Ramanath Bhattacharya
As seen by his daughter in law Neelima Bajpai

The first thought that comes to my mind when I think of him is that my
father in law is a very progressive man. Having come from a diff background
and being a non Bengali I had expected some difficuities in adjusting but
he has been very accommodating, He has never put any resirictions be it the
way I will dress up or how to run the house.

He also accepted me wholeheartedly as his daughter and has confided
many things with me. Be it his struggles or things that he likes or the people
he likes or not. He is also a detached man which I find actually inspiring.
He gives space to everyone and let them do what they think is right.

His passion towards poetry is very inspiring. Mostly in the old age when
people get bitter as they have not much to do his poetry has kept him busy
and full of life. He is almost child like in his devotion towards poetry and
the joy that it gives him. The way he took care of my mother in law when
she was not well was also heart warming.

1 still remember once me and my husband were having an argument in
the night in front of him and he told us some hilarious saying in Bengali
which made us forget our fight and we started laughing.

The only difference that I have with him is on the amount of medicines -
that he eats for everything. He has a pill for everything and he will agree
to all the changes that I will ask him to make in his lifestyle but for this.

.He has also been a lenient parent to my husband with my mother in law
being more strict but over a period of time I have realized he is a lenient
and forgiving person. He does not make friends easily but once a bond is,
formed then its.for keeps.

Now that he has a grand daughter whom he calls “Bona”. I have seen
another aspect of him of being a loving grandparent.

I wish and pray that he lives a fulfilling healthy long life.
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THIS IS A PROUD MOMENT FOR EVERYBODY OF US ASSEMBLED
HERE AND I PERSONALLY FEEL IMMENSE PLEASURE IN
INAUGURATING TODAY THE ‘ADHUNIK ASOMIYA KABITA’, AN
ANTHOLOGY OF MODERN ASSAMESE POEMS OF 19 FAMOUS
POETS TRANSLATED INTO BENGALI BY SHRI RAMANATH
BHATTACHARYYA AND PUBLISHED BY HIM WITH THE
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE PUBLICATION BOARD OF
ASSAM. IN THIS CONNECTION I CONVEY MY HEARTFELT
GREETINGS TO THE GAUHATI SAHITYA KANAN AN OLD
LITERARY ORGANISATION OF THE STATE OF ASSAM FOR
ORGANISING A MEET WITH A VIEW TO INAUGURATE THE BOOK
OF SHRI BHATTACHARYYA, A BENGALI POET WHO IS ALSO A
MEMBER OF THIS ORGANISATION. I AM ALSO DEEPLY MOVED
AT THE SINCERE ACTIVITIES OF THIS ORGANISATION IN
PUBLICATION OF VALUABLE BOOKS, SOUVENIR AND
MAGAZINES FROM TIME TO TIME BESIDES ITS CELEBRATING
THE GLORIOUS SILVER JUBILEE IN THE YEAR 1990 AT
GUWAHATL

NOW, I EXPRESS MY GOOD WISHES TO SHRI RAMANATH
BHATTACHARYYA FOR TRANSLATING AS MANY AS 88 NUMBERS
OF MODERN ASSAMESE POEMS INTO BENGALI, WHICH IS AN
OUTCOME OF HIS CONTINUOUS TEN YEARS HARD LABOUR
AND THIS SPEAKS OF HIS SINCERE CONTRIBUTION AND
DEVOTION TO THE LITERARY WORKS. BESIDES THIS
PUBLICATION, SHRI BHATTACHARYYA DEVOTED HIMSELF IN
PUBLISHING THREE OTHER COLLECTIONS OF MODERN BENGALI
POEMS, NAMELY °‘ALINDE SURYER HAWA (WITH THREE OTHER
POETS)’, ‘LAUKIK BITTER BHITORE’ AND ‘ABONG PRITHIVI'. THE
PRESENT VOLUME HAS NOT ONLY ITS LITERARY IMPORTANCE
BUT ALSO A MAGNITUDE OF SOCIAL VALUE. INDIA IS A LAND
OF UNITY IN DIVERSITY, INSPITE OF DIFFERENT RACES,
RELIGIONS, CULTURE AND LANGUAGES WE FEEL WE ARE ONE.
MORE THE PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT STATES COME CLOSER TO

( 58 )




EACH OTHER, THE MORE THE NATIONAL INTEGRATION
FOSTERS. AND I AM SURE. THE LITERARY WORKS ARE THE
BEST MEDIA OF SOLIDARITY. TRANSLATION OF POEMS, NOVELS,
SHORT STORIES, DRAMAS ETC. OF ANY LANGUAGE OF THE
COUNTRY INTO OTHER LANGUAGES BRINGS PEOPLE OF ONE
STATE CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE OF ANOTHER STATE, THUS
DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING AND STRENGTHENING THE
VERY FOUNDATION OF OUR NATIONALITY.

SHRI BHATTACHARY YA'S LOVE AND RESPECT FOR ASSAMESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ONE HAND AND LOVE AND
RESPECT FOR BENGALI LITERATURE AND CULTURE ON THE
OTHER REVEALS HIS SINCERE RESPECT NOT ONLY FOR A
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE OF A PARTICULAR STATE BUT ALSO
FOR THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE. THIS IS THE WAY HOW WE
STAND UNITED AND CAN TREAT ABOUT CLOSENESS TOWARDS

EACH OTHER AS BRETHREN.

' INCIDENTALLY, IT IS LEARNT THAT POET SHRI RAMANATH
BHATTACHARYYA WAS DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY HIS NEAREST
RELATIVES, NAMELY LATE PADMANATH BHATTACHARYYA, A
RENOWNED SCHOLAR AND HISTORIAN OF ASSAM WHO WROTE
‘KAMRUP SASHANABALI’, A FAMOUS RESEARCH WORK AND
LATE RAMNATH BISWAS, THE FAMOUS WORLD TOURIST WHO
CONTRIBUTED MUCH IN THE FIELD OF BENGALI LITERATURE
AND THIS IS WHY THIS VOLUME OF ‘ADHUNIK ASOMIYA
KABITA’ IS A DEDICATION TO THEIR SECRED MEMORIES.

1 MAY ALSO MENTION HERE THAT SHRI RAMANATH
BHATTACHARYYA HAD RECEIVED SINCERE COOPERATION FROM
MANY LITERARY PERSONALITIES LIKE SHRI NABA KANTA
BARUA AND SHRI BHOBEN BARUA, FAMOUS LITERATARIANS
OF ASSAM FOR COMPLETING THIS VOLUME.

WITH BEST BIHU GREETINGS TO ALL.
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